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Overview:

The State of the Union

Overall Trends in Travel

Changes in Workforce and Commuting

Non-Work Travel

Many intriguing research opportunitiesé



The State of the Union
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In 2008, total vehicle travel showed 

unprecedented declines é
Year over year numeric change - HPMS VMT

-150,000

-100,000

-50,000

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

19
67

19
69

19
71

19
73

19
75

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

Source: Historic HPMS



Source: ñGrowth Factor Report 2006-2008ò, HPI, FHWA

But changes were distributed unevenly é

Change in VMT Growth Rate by State: HPMS 2007-2008
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Source: TSI Freight from BTS, VMT/Capita McGuckinôs analysis

Without the VIUS, we do not know what 

proportion of  VMT is residential or 

freighté
Per Capita VMT and TSI- Freight 
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Unemployment is unevenly distributed

2008 Percent Unemployed  by State

Source: BLS data, McGuckinôs analysis



NHTS has been conducted during 

economic downturns beforeé

GDP per Capita (Chained 2000 Dollars) from BEA
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But, gas prices also spiked in the 

summer of 2008é
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There are changes in the household 

vehicle fleeté

Change in the Number of Vehicles by Age and Type, 2001-2009
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Including growth in hybrid acquisition 
and useé

Fleet Characteristics and Use
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And then there was ôcash for 

clunkersõé

Fuel efficiency by vehicle birth order
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Trends in Overall Travel
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Every age group showed a slight 

decrease in trip makingé

Trends in Person Trips per Day by Age
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Per capita person miles of travel show 

declinesé
Per capita Miles/Day

30.0 28.6
25.7

17.1 16.7 15.9

9.6
10.1

8.1

13.8 14.5
11.6

4.1 5.1

5.6

2.7 3.9

3.0

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

1995 Male 2001 Male 2009 Male 1995 Female 2001 Female 2009 Female

Miles Driving Miles Passenger Miles of Travel in Non-POV xx.x=Miles of Travel Per Day per Capita

Source: NHTS data series



In addition, self -reported driving 

miles is down for all ages but 65+é
Self-Reported Annual Driving Miles (YEARMILE)
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Young men and older women show the 

strongest differences in driver milesé
Daily Miles Driving by Age and Sex
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Young people are less likely to 

be workingé
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African -Americans and Hispanics 

lost more workers than Whitesé

ñSadly, African-
American teen 
unemployment is 
nearly six times the 
national average 
and almost twice 
that of teens in 
general.ò

minimumwage.com

Workforce Participation by Race/Ethnicity
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But overall, the amount of vehicle miles 

for commuting stayed about the sameé

Source: NHTS data series
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Changes in Commuting
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Walk and Bike to Work Increased as 

Gas Prices Increasedé

Source: 2009 NHTS, Gas Cost from EIA.GOV


